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AUSTRIn

B The Union of Independents, Austria's new political group,
cannot be ca%sgaricaify defined as an extreme rightiss
organization. In Austpiats recent national elsctions, tha

Union, by Lrankly aprpealing to the recently enfranchised ex.
Nazls, recslved over half of thelr votesz, hut 1tg support by

other elements as well discounts 1ts role as a
group. The Union's future policlos must take 1

purely rightist
nte considerge

tion the sentiments of its followers anong anti-clerical
farmers, lower middle-class groups, and certain serments of

lator,
. The Unionts platform was specilfically dire
of'-thow-road Lroups who were discontented with b

cted at nmiddle~
he policiss or

the coalition ftovernment. MHaving had nothing to do with this

Government, the imion oxploited the unpopularit
patronaca, corruption, a burdensome civil servi
the wage-price agreemant of last MHay, Champion
govermmental clean-up and posing as the watched
terests neglectsd by the coalltion, the Union s
take a more liberal ettituds than its pre-aloect
eipated. While 1t will probaebly sdopt a Yrichi
respect to most eccnonmie problems, the Unionig
and sonounced platform point to a "leftist" noa
leglslation and cultural matters, .
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0f particular Interest in asssasing the Unlonts fubure
political rolse i1s Itz wmore recent showing In the slzetions for
the Chmmber of Labor and the Works Councils. In these, In-
complete returns reveal more clearly the nionvs support among
same labor groups. The Soclalist Party has retained its gon-
erally strong position without difficulty, but In three
western provinees the Unlion outatripped the People's Party in
the Chenmbsm of Labor electlons. In the L.orks Council elsctlions,
the Cact thaet the Union is obbtaining somes seats at all indlcates
g8 lobor following.

Krous, leader of the Union, has announced that its 16
members In parliament will vobe en bloe after declding thelr
position by a two-thlirds msjority. There are obvicus polftical
advantages in doing thism. At the same time, the Union latks a
5011d party organlizatlion and the individual nembers in parlia-
ment nmey prove more representative of their provincial con-
gtituonts than these of other Austrian parties. This situation
s likely to presvent a consilstently rightist policy.

FRANCE

General de Gsullels Inedllity %o caplialize on the
racont Govormment orlsiz mekes clear that his iniluence
upon the politicel situation has declined in 1949 and lis
not likely teo regein critfcal lmportance unless the
Communiats should again threaten sconcmic progress op
political stability. Bis Rally of the French People (RPF)
prebahbly reached peaks of strengbh in the wunicipal elections
of Ocltober 1947 and the Council of the Republic (Senate)
alectliong of Noverber 1948. In the local canbonal elections

I larch 19492, however, after the Communist-insplred strikes
ol both 1847 snd 1948 had bteen broken, the RFF'a share of
the populsr vobe droppesd to about 25%, from s maximam of
about 287 in the munlicelpal electicons of 1947. This October
when the Communist sitrike plans falled to develop and the
middle-ol«bheeroad Third I'orce coalltion which De Gaulle
challenges reacned ils weskesh poini, the EPF was unabls bo
inersase Lts popular appeal,

four speclal rmunicipal electlons held in France on
L8 Qotober, furthermore, resulted in losses for Ganllists as
well as Commumlste, whlle the Socinlists and Moderate Right
peined. Two of these slections were held ln the Paris
suburbs of Pantlin and Sceaux, one at Rouen, and one In the
small town of Saint-Chaumas. The Sceclallsts, Radical
Sociallsbts (Moderates), and Independents sained from one to
four counclllors im all four munlcipalities, while the RPF
lost more seats then the Commumnists.
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B Formation of a Dellar Brrorbt Board, scon to be armnunced
in France, is an offort to take acvanbage of the promeoblional
opportimltise afforded by devaluation, and hence eventually
to contribute to a reductlon of Francefs crliical dellar
trade deflelit. Although the trade deficlt with the dellar
arce as 8 whale inereaszsd only 115 over 194> in the ilrst
paven months of 1949 (from $39.2 %o 49.5 million); the meager
exports to the US-«the greatest potentlal dollar markeoles
Gaclined over 15% Ain the same period ($5.2 to 4.4 miilion).

George Villiers, heoad of the Assoclation of French
Employszrs (CNFPF), who will be President of the new Buard,
hag outllined a plan for promoting exports to the dollar crea.
A small group of top US buyers represanting important
merchandising interests would meet with representatives of
appropriste menufecturing Interests in France. The US group
would be In & poslition to specify items whleh might be
purchassd 1n large lote, and the French would Indicaie
present avallanllities ond probable prices. The TFrench could
thern et togsther under Villiers'! guldance and arponge
production speclalization necessary for the deslred volume.
Villilers hopes that thosze Franch prices which may be found
too high can be rsduced by large-scale productlon and
increased sfficiency. Villlers'® plan, however, ls at best
a loag-range one and will furthermore be hampered durlng the
coning twelve months by the prospective decline of French
Investment In capltal goeds and the slowlng wp of preductlon
galns, parkly &3 a result of the substantial out In ECA aid.

FRENCH AND SPANTSH NORTH AND WEST AFRICA Es

=

A novel form of Cormunist operation in French cverseas »
terpltories 1s now In evidence. Presumably in order to :
hagten rapprochement beabtween the intractable netlonslista
axd the locel Communist Parties, several Communist membersg ‘
of the Asgeridly of the French Tmion have just gome Into action ;
in North and Weat Africa. They ocre propagabing the thesls ?
that, Jointly, natlonallsts and Communista csn better combat
the approsching "mennce™ of US sconomic penstration{which
Invarizbly leads to political nsgemony) of French overseas
territeries by means of the "fasldiocus" Point Four Program.
Bensfititing by narliamentery immmity end travelling at

- governuent cxpense, these envoys of subversion enjoy con-
siderabls prestige and freodom of movement. Thelr positlon
wlll sdd welght to thelr disruptive views, effectlvely
convincling certaln nationcliist slements, infusing new 11fe
into the more llstloss members of local Commmist Parties,
and distoriting the molives of the Polint Four Progran.
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BELGTIUM

The rather unstable Catholic~Llberal coalition in Belpgium
probAbly will not fall " In The near luture despite diffsrences
over geclal and economic policics and the royal question. The
reconvened Parliement gove a vote of confidence to the
Governmentts financial policey, Iindicating that the Catholies
probably will accept Libersl economic plans in exchenpge for
Liberal support of a "pepular eonsultation" on Xing Leopold.
The Catholic members of the Senate, supported by most of the
Liberal Senators, passed a bill providing for a %popular
consultation”, althcugh a few Liberal members jolned with the
Sociulist end Cormunist members to dissent. DIassags of the
bill by the Chamber of Deputles iz also likely, slthour-
opposition by Libsral, Socialist and Communist Party members
wlll be strongsre Liberal support for Leopeld's rebturn, after
the resultz of the "popular consultation" are known, may not
bs forthecoming, however, unless he recelves at least s majority
vote in Flanders, YWallenia and Brussels. In eny event, con-
troversy over the royal question will provoks the most serlous

- test Lo date of the stability of the Covermnment, will delay
doclslons on lapertant economic problems, md may solldify the
position of the Scciall . ta as a strong oppositlon force.

ITALY

B The withdrawel of the moderabe Soclialists from the
Coverrment 18 a resulk of Increasing pressure from the left-
wing faction of the Party. Presumably, Saraget and the obher
noderete Sociallst Ministera quit the Csbinet in order to
regalin loat prestige in the Party snd consolidate theilr
positlion before the Soclalist unificetion congress, scheduled
for December. The right-wing group, probably in order not to
be voted oul of party control, has declded not to attend this
congress, but will hold a separate one of its own.

Although the (right-wing) Saraget group emerged victorious
from the lest Party convention, in Mey, the pgrowing strength of
the leolftewing, which favored departure of the Socilalists from
the Government, had been indlcated as follows: (1) a leader
of the lefie-wing faction was elected head of the moderate
S8oclielist parliamentary group (and recelved a supporting vote
Irom moderate Soclalist Minister Tremellonl). (2) Saragat's
inslistence on the desirabllity of postponing the congress for
emaloemation of none Comnmunist trade wmions suggested eapar-
ness Lo find favor with the left-wing group. The latter are
anxlous to pulb off amalgamation until the strength of the
moderate leltlst labor federatlon approximates that of the
Christian Demosrat sponsorsd federation. (3) Certain leaders
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cf the right-wing factlon had vaen sttempting to postpone

the Seeialist unificatlon congress, prasumably in fear ol

defeat by the left-wingers. .
anhould a new split among the Scetalists result from the

two congresses, Sarsgatlts group would probably seek Lo roturn

to the Government as repreaentatives of the small remaining

rightist factlion. -
B . growing opposition will probably prevent wnificatlion in F

Itaxx AT the non~cormaunigst fador Torees Lhilg year, evan iy
Fhe mnification conpress asoheduled for 38 Movember ig heli.
Thiz congress 1s8 sponsored by the Christian Democrab-
eponsored Prea Ceneral Confedsration of Vorkers (LCOTL} ~ad
«he heads cof the moderate Socialist~Republican Ibtallan
raderation of Labhor (FIL). In recent weeks, increaasing
opposition to perly unification has bhaen shown by the followe
tng reoups: (L) certain prominent moderate Socialist
politiecal and labor tleaders and, presumably, thelr fcllowers;
(2) the majority of the leaders of the Bevublicen Party; and
(3) vericus leaders of the indepsndent unions outside the
Gormurdst-dominated General labor Confederation {CGIL).
The ovposiiion of the fiprat two proups is based primarily

“en the recopnlblion +hat o merger of the LOGIL and the FIL &%
thelr prezont membsrshlp levels (LOGIL Is spproximately three
times the size of the FIL with ite 400-500,000 members)

would mem & couplete sbasorption of the smaller organizations.
The leaders of the independent unions, whose total membershilp
is at least as large as that of the FIL, distrust the political
afftldetions of the heads cof both these organizatlions. The
independents inslat that thelr sutonomous unicns should
initiate ond dirsct labor unificaftion becsuge they are nob
handicepped by politleal tiles, and are concermed solely with
trads wnion preblema. e

Postponemsnt of unificatlion would agsurse fuller exploi- ‘

tation of nemrbarship potentialitioa by both the LCGIL and the
FIL. The latter's appeal to non~Communist elements who are
now or were formerly In the O0IL end to unorganized workers
whe Tind sither Communist or Catholile dominetion unpalatable
would then be increased. As & vesult, the FIL might parti-
clpete more effectively at a later date in the formation of
an organizatlen strong enoupgh ho break the Uommunist hold

ori the Ttalien imnbor movement. Besldes, more time 1s
required to secure the eollaboration of the imnortant inde~
pendent uniens in eny new 1abor organlzabtlion.
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THE VATICANW

B The Vatlcepn can be expected to ayold approving or

: agsoclating itself with retreats by local hierarchies in
the Satellite couniries such as that recently staged by
the Czech Bishops, who decided to permlt the local clergy
to s wear loyaliy to the Czech State and to accept

. Government salaries. The Vaticant's desire ta disscelate ii-

self from the loss of prestlige attendant on the yielding of
the Bishops to State pressure is sugpested by the fact that
the directive from "Church authorities”" authorizing the
Bishops to take this step was unsigned. Meanwhile, the
Vatican s presumably lsnding 1ts approval teo wnofficls.
vhurch statenents minimizing the seriousness of the Czech
Bishops! action and Interpreting it as a compromise on
"superficiel political" matters only, intended to save the
7,000 members of the Czrech clergy from persecutlon. Iy
means of direct commmicatlon with the people of (zechoslovakis,
the Vatican seeks %o keep alive the loyalty of Czeech Catholics,
whatever the status of the locel clergy., Since publication of
the Bigshop's decision, the Vatican radlo has been urging Czech
Cathclles that 1t is possible for them %o presorve their faith
for a long time, "even without priests.”
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